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I have been accused of a lot of things—eating too fast, 
driving recklessly, running in my sleep, and being klutzy (my 
poor wife’s prayer life takes on new dimensions whenever 
I am involved in a household project!).

I’ve also been accused of being judgmental, arrogant, stingy, 
selfi sh, . . . (need I go on?).

I wish I could say at least some of the above was without 
merit, but I cannot. There is something I wish, however, 
that I could say I have been accused of, but cannot. And that 
is…of being a dreamer.

Remember Joseph, the young man with the coat of many 
colors? Remember the accusation made against him? 
His brothers said, “Here comes that dreamer!” (Genesis 
37:19) While their statement was certainly not given as a 
compliment (they were jealous), their indictment was true 
AND good. Joseph was a dreamer—a God-dreamer—who 
saw the impossible become reality (though not without 
great cost to him personally).

Being a dreamer is what being a Christian is all about. It is 
what constitutes a life of faith.

I have a friend whom I admire. He is a pastor of a large 
church, has a beautiful family, strong staff, and is a polished 
speaker. His leadership skills are second to no one. I 
once asked him about his weekly schedule. Among many 
important disciplines incorporated into his life, he told me 
that he reserves one day a week for dreaming. Wow! One 
day per week for dreaming!

Dreaming needs to be given priority in our lives. People 
without a vision—without a dream—perish (i.e., die) 
(Proverbs 29:18).  

I want to suggest two things to help you kindle some God-
dreaming in your life:
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1.  Remember WHO you are.

In the movie The Lion King, there was once a beautiful 
kingdom, but it was stolen by an evil lion named Scar. The 
time for the true king to come back and restore the land 
to its original beauty and order was at hand. But Simba—
the lion heir to the throne—does not believe who he is. 
His father was murdered when Simba was young, and the 
enemy blamed it on him. Simba, in turn, ran away and winds 
up living with a warthog and a meerkat whose highest 
ambitions in life are breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Then, 
one night, Simba’s father appears to him in a dream: 

Mufasa: Simba

Simba: Father?

Mufasa: Simba, you have forgotten me.

Simba: No! How could I?

Mufasa: You have forgotten who you are, and so 
forgotten me. Look inside yourself, Simba . . . you are 
more than what you have become.

Simba: How can I go back? I’m not who I used to be.

Mufasa: Remember who you are. You are my son, and 
the one true king. 

The story of our lives does not begin in Genesis 3 with 
our sin and depravity. It begins in Genesis 1 with our glory 
and greatness. We have been fi tted to be and do great 

Alumni Update

John Barker
John Barker, class of 1988, has been married 
to Laurie for 5 years and together they have 
2 children.  John works at Johnson Control 
Interior Molding and serves as an associate 
minister at North Monroe Street Church of 
God in Monroe, Michigan.  John writes, “It 
was because of Life Challenge’s commitment 
to instill the love of God in me that I am alive 
and free in Jesus today!”
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constitutes a life of faith.”



 Dreaming  (continued from page 1)

2

things.  We were created in His image and given a divine 
mandate—to rule over the earth and subdue it. That 
commission has not been rescinded.  

2.  Remember WHAT He has done.

The reason why many fail to dream is that they believe 
their past will catch up to them, that they will be punished 
for their misdeeds of old. Their guilt, hanging like a cloud 
over their soul, diminishes their ability to see and expect 
for great things.

“God wants to do in you 
not just something good, or 
even something great. He 

wants to do in you something 
impossible!”

MINISTRY NEEDS
 • Commercial Knife Sharpener ($247)
 • Audio Mixer Board ($350)
•  Transportation (safe and reliable)
 ➢  Bus (44+ passenger)
 ➢  Maxivan (12+)
 ➢  2 Minivans
 ➢  Economy/Midsize Car

We have been 
asked to assume 
leadership of our 
sister campus up
north, Life Challenge
of Greater Flint. 
Since its inception 
in 1986, this Teen 
Challenge has been 
used by God to rescue hundreds of men from drug addiction and 
alcoholism and bring them into the freedom and joy of Christ’s 
salvation.

Now this once great ministry needs to be rescued. In its heyday, 
there were over 30 men in the program at any given time. Currently, 
there are 4. Church and community relations have not been fostered 
or maintained. Infrastructure (the daily regimen) is weak. The physical 
properties are run-down.

The good news is that 
all of this can be restored. 
What is more, the building 
(an old fraternity dorm) is 
virtually paid off and sits in a 
decent area of Flint (2 blocks 
from Kettering University, 
formerly General Motors 
Institute).  

I do not think anyone will argue that Flint, like Detroit, is a needy 
city. Crime, unemployment, poverty, racial segregation, and high 
school drop-out rates are all well above national averages.  

But where sin abounds, grace superabounds! (Romans 5:20)

Life Challenge of Greater Flint is a valuable ministry that the kingdom 
of God cannot afford to lose and, with God’s help, can be turned 
around. Our staff in Detroit is committed to rebuilding this program 

An exciting and wonderful new addition has been 
entrusted to our ministry!   

Friend, Jesus died for our sins. We do not have to pay for 
our crimes. “There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ” (Romans 8:1). Thankfully, in 
God’s “grace economy,” what goes around does not come 
around.  

Jesus’ fi nal words on the cross were, “It is fi nished” (John 
19:30). The price has been paid. You and I are free to 
dream!

CONCLUSION:

You are God’s son or daughter made in His image and put 
here on this earth for a glorious purpose. Ask of Him and 
He will give you the nations for your inheritance (Psalm 
2:8). God longs to advance His rule and reign through you. 
Believe that!

And one fi nal “Remember:” God wants to do in you not 
just something good, or even something great. He wants 
to do in you something impossible!

So dream. Your life (and God’s kingdom) depend on it.  

*********

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)




